POLAR   VOYAGES   OF   REGENT   TIMES
After a few preliminary expeditions, the real work began
in 1931? on what was called the 'Three Year Expedition'
which during the ensuing years, under the skilled and
energetic leadership of Lauge Koch, undertook a compre-
hensive and thorough investigation of North East Green-
land: an enterprise which has been mentioned again and
again in this book, and which can stand as a model for
the modern Arctic expedition. Not only was the land
mapped from the air, but we obtain also a detailed know-
ledge of its geological formations, its animals and plants,
fjords and valleys and its past and present history; so that
hardly any other land in the Arctic has been so thor-
oughly studied as East Greenland. In those great sum-
mers of the Three Year Expedition, over a hundred men
were working in its service, and the research is still going
on. Simultaneously with this, other expeditions were
working over territory farther south, under the leadership
of such men as Knud Rasmussen and Ejnar Mikkelsen,
with the same manifold aims. Finally, in 1933, Lauge
Koch undertook some daring flights northward, almost
as far as the extreme northerly tip of Greenland, by
which we gained some knowledge of the area of which
the Danmark Expedition (1906-8) had mapped the
coasts, and also an impression of the interesting geo-
logical features of these regions.
The last expedition to be mentioned brings us up to
last year : 'The Russians on the ice-floe', as it was called
in the black type of the headlines. This was without
doubt an exploit which can be worthily compared with
that of the 'Eismitte' party.